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clonal antibodies might have even greater specificities than those now
available.

Pairs of human tumor cells and human lymphocytes have been
induced to fuse in laboratories, but the resulting hybridomas are
difficult to grow in culture and tend to be genetically unstable.
"Although some successes have been achieved, and it would be wrong
to discount those successes, this technology has not yet reached a state
in which one can reliably produce human monoclonal antibodies," says
Paul. "I have very little doubt that, with the very large number of
individuals who have great interest in these areas, progress will be
made. But we should not overemphasize how far we have come along
what is an exciting but still very difficult pathway."
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